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1. SUMMARY. THE FRENCH CGT APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP AND AN EXAMINA- 
TION OF ETUC RELATIONS WITH THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY ARE THE LEADING 
AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE OCTOBER 25 ETUC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING. 

THE AGENDA INCLUDES DISCUSSIONS ON INFLATION, ENERGY AND 
MULTINATIONAL COMPAINES. THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE WILL 

ALSO VOTE ON A MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION RECEIVED FROM THE INDEPEND- 
ENT NATIONAL EDUCATION FEDERATION OF FRANCE. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE QUESTION OF CGT ADMISSION TO THE ETUC HAS BEEN ACCORDED 
PRIORITY STATUS ON THE AGENDA FOR THE OCTOBER 25 ETUC EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE MEETING. RECENT MISSION LABOR ATTACHE DISCUSSIONS WITH 
SEVERAL INTERNATIONAL TRADE UNION LEADERS AND LABOR OBSERVERS 
HERE IN BRUSSELS SUGGEST THAT PROPONENTS OF CGT MEMBERSHIP IN THE 
ETUC WILL SEEK TO AVOID A DIRECT VOTE ON THE ISSUE AT THIS TIME. 

CGT SUPPORTERS WITHIN THE ETUC BELIEVE THAT A MAIORITY OF ETUC 
LEADERS FAVOR CGT ADMISSION, BUT DOUBT THAT THEY CAN MUSTER THE 
TWO THIRDS VOTE REQUIRED BY ETUC STATUTES. OUR SOURCES PREDICT THAT 
THE QUESTION WILL BE REFERRED BACK TO THE ETUC SECRETARIAT FOR 
FURTHER STUDY. VEVERTHELESS, THE POSSIBILITY OF AN EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE DIRECTIVE CALLING FOR THE INITIATION OF "TALKS" BETWEEN 
SECRETARIAT AND CGT OFFICIALS IS NOT COMPLETELY RULED OUT. IF 
"TALKS" ARE INITIATED, EVENTUAL CGT ADMISSION WOULD SEEM ASSURED. 

3. CGT INSISTENCE ON RETAINING ITS AFFILIATION WITH THE COMMUNIST 
WFTU AS A CONDITION OF AFFILIATION WITH THE ETUC CONTINUES TO BE 
THE MAJOR OBSTACLE IN ITS BID FOR MEMBERSHIP. CGT OPPONENTS PERSIST 
IN CITING DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE CGT AND THE ITALIAN CGIL, I.E. 

CGIL HAS ONLY ASSOCIATED STATUS WITH THE WFTU, IS LESS CONTRINAIRE 
IDEOLOGICALLY AND DOES NOT TAKE ORDERS FROM MOSCOW. NEVERTHELESS 
THEIR CASE FOR DENYING MEMBERSHIP TO THE CGT SEEMS TO BE BASED 
SOLELY ON THE NATURE OF THE CGT'S ORGANIZATIONAL TIES WITH THE 
WFTU. SHOULD THE WFTU AGREE TO MODIFY THE CGT'S STATUS, A LA 

CGIL, THE ONLY REAL BARRIER TO CGT ENTRY WOULD BE REMOVED. IT 
IS PERHAPS SIGNIFICANT THAT CGT GENERAL SECRETARY SEGUY IN HIS 
AUGUST 23 LETTER TO ETUC PRESIDENT VETTER REQUESTING AFFILIATION DID 
NOT ONCE REFER TO WFTU. THE MISSION LABOR ATTACHE WAS SHOWN BUT 
WAS UNABLE TO OBTAIN A COPY OF THE SEGUY LETTER WHICH ETUC 
SECRETARIAT OFFICIALS VIEW AS INDICATIVE OF A SUBSTANTIAL CHANGE 
IN THE CGT'S APPROACH. 
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4. THE QUESTION OF ETUC RELATIONS WITH THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY IS 
ALSO EXPECTED TO BE A MATTER OF SOME CONTROVERSY AT THE EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE MEETING. SINCE THE ETUC'S INCEPTION TWO YEARS AGO, ITS 
RELATIONS WITH THE COMMUNITY HAVE BEEN COMPLICATED BY INTERNAL 
DIVISIONS AND AGGRAVATED BY THE BRITISH TUCS REFUSAL TO PARTIC- 
PATE IN COMMUINTY ISTITUTIONS. IN THEIR DEALINGS WITH THE EC 
COMMISSION AND EMPLOYER ORGANIZATIONS IN THE COMMUNITY, ETUC 
SECRETARIAT OFFICIALS HAVE RARELY ENJOYED A CLEAR MANDATE FROM 
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THEIR MEMBERSHIP. THEY CAN NOT SPEAK FOR THE WORKERS OF GREAT 
BRITAIN AND IN FACT THE WORKERS GROUP IN THE TRIPARTITE ECONOMIC 
AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE OF THE COMMUNITY HAS LOST VOTES BECAUSE OF 
THE ABSENCE OF EIGHT TUC DELEGATES. ADDITIONALLY, SECRETARIAT 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ETUC ACTION WITHIN AN EC FRAMEWORK ARE SOMETIMES 
NEGATIVELY INFLUENCED BY ETUC LEADERS REPRESENTING TRADE UNIONS 
IN NON-EC MEMBER STATES. ANTI-MARKET BRITISH TUC OFFICIALS 
OCCASIONALLY FEED THESE INTERNAL DIVISIONS BY SIDING WITH NON-EC 
UNIONS, MAKING THE TASK OF FORMULATING ETUC POLICY VIS-A-VIS 
THE COMMUNITY INFINITELY MORE DIFFICULT. 

5. AGAINST THIS BACKGROUND, THE ETUC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE NOW MUST 
RESPOND TO AN EC COMMISSION INITIATIVE CALLING FOR A MEETING OF THE 
SOCIAL PARTNERS (TRADE UNION, EMPLOYER AND EC REPRESENTATIVES) ON 
NOVEMBER 5-6 TO DISCUSS WORKING ENVIRONMENT IN THE COMMUNITY. ETUC 
GENERAL SECRETARY RASSCHAERT HAS ANNOUNCED THAT THE ETUC WILL BOYCOTT 
THE MEETING OSTENSIBLY BECAUSE THE EC COMMISSION HAS FAILED TO 
ADEQUATELY CONSULT WITH THE ETUC SECRETARIAT IN THE GENERAL DEVELOP 
MENT OF EC SOCIAL POLICY AND PROGRAMS AS WELL AS ON THE PLANS TO HOLD 
THE MEETING ON WORKING ENVIRONMENT. RASSCHAERT'S CRITICISM OF THE 

EC COMMISSION IS NOT COMPLETELY WITHOUT JUSTIFICATION, BUT SINCE THE 
COMMISSION SEEKS ETUC OPINIONS ON MOST ISSUES, IT IS MOST LIKELY 
PROMPTED BY RASSCHAERT'S FRUSTRATION WITH HIS OWN PEOPLE AND HIS 
NEED TO PLACATEANTI-EC FORCES WITHIN THE ETUC. EUROPEAN METAL 
WORKER FEDERATION LEADER GUNTER KOPKE HAS TOLD US THAT HIS ORGANI- 
ZATION AND SEVERAL ETUC AFFILIATED UNIONS WILL IGNORE RASSCHAERT AND 
ATTEND THE MEETING. RASSCHAERT HAS COUNTERED BY INSISTING THAT THE 
QUESTION OF ETUC ATTENDANCE BE PUT TO THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND THA 
T 

OVERALL ETUC-EC RELATIONS BE REVIEWED. 

6. THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE WILL ALSO DISCUSS CURRENT ECONOMIC CONDI- 
TIONS GIVING SPECIAL EMPHASIS TO INFLATION, ENERGY AND UNEMPLOYMENT. 
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MNC'S AND SECRETARIAT RECOMMENDATIONS FOR GREATER CONTROL OF 
THEIR OPERATIONS IS HIGH ON THE AGENDA. ACCORDING TO ONE 
SECRETARIAT OFFICIAL THE ETUC WILL CONTINUE TO PRESS FOR INTER- 
NATIONAL CONTROLS OF MNC'S, BUT WILL BEGIN TO EMPHASIZE THE NEED 
FOR EFFECTIVE ACTION BY NATIONAL GOVERNMENTS IN CURBING MNC 
POWER. 

7. THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE IS EXPECTED TO EITHER REJECT OR POST- 
PONE DECISION ON A MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FROM THE NATIONAL 
EDUCATION FEDERATION OF FRANCE. MANY ETUC LEADERS ARE OPPOSED TO 
OPENING MEMBERSHIP ROLLS TO INDEPENDENT UNIONS AND ARE PARTICULAR- 
LY CONCERNED ABOUT CREATING PRECEDENTS WHICH WOULD INVOIT APPLICA- 
TIONS FROM FRENCH CADRE UNIONS. GREENWALD 
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